True, it was winter, and they had to be nude indoors or not
at all. If the display had been under a blue sky, against green
trees, I should have had only an aesthetic admiration for it.
As it was, I was in the evening immediately prejudiced in
favour of the nudists when a paunchy man in a tight dinner
jacket with a cocktail-beaten face, to whom I described the
scene, said briefly, 'We put people like that in lunatic asylums',
and resumed operations on behalf of his paunch, unshakably
certain that he had uttered wisdom's last word.

This freedom! For Germany, that depressingly thorough
country, half-measures seemingly do not exist. Either you give
a man entire liberty to do what he likes with his life and body,
or you deliver him body and soul to the State and make him
the bondslave of the particular clique which happens to be
lining its purse at the moment through the possession of power.
In matters of morality a certain rigour is probably best, though
you are tempted to doubt this when it produces such oddities as
policemen who hide behind trees in public parks and town
councillors who go about running a yard measure over the
bathing costumes of the adolescent.

Berlin, after decades of secret and suppressed indulgence,
was sowing its wild oats with a vengeance. I went to a base-
ment tavern near the Schlesischer Bahnhof, Berlin's Limehouse,
where you paid a mark and saw an extraordinary cabaret
programme of sexual freaks, harumphrodites that were fax
from giddy, and the like. Young male prostitutes walked the
streets. A dozen, a score, resorts where homosexuals of both
sexes could meet plied a thriving trade, the young men dressed
as girls, the girls trying to look like men and looking actually like
caricatures of Harold Lloyd.

I offer no opinions about homosexuality. I only mention it
because in Germany, where it is more prevalent than any other
country I know, although I notice that it is spreading in Eng-
land, it seems to have some indefinable influence on politics.
Before the war there was a great homosexual scandal at the
German Court.
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